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Víctor Sánchez, secretario general del Comité Olímpico Español y consejero delegado de la Candidatura
Mr. President, distinguished IOC members, Mesdames et Messieurs,

Bon Jour, buenas tardes, Good afternoon.

I hope you agree that our technical film clearly shows two things:  one - Madrid’s plan is incredibly compact and convenient, and two - Madrid will make a beautiful stage for the Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

I have been fortunate to work in Olympic sport for almost 30 years.  Like most of you, sport has become my life’s passion and I am thankful, every day, for the opportunity to be a part of this Movement.  

And although Madrid has bid two times before, this is my first experience as a bid Chief Executive with an extraordinary team – and I can tell you, that makes a big difference for me.   Given that Madrid is also my hometown and I am Secretary General of our NOC, it was important for us to “get this right”.  To leave nothing to chance.  

To try to put forth the best bid ever.  

And I humbly believe, that we have presented you with something new and something powerful – a plan that makes sense.

To get to this point we had to do a lot of listening, learning and improving. All bids like to say that – but after each of our bids, we acted on your advice, and now we have 80% of our venues in the ground to prove it.  

That means no risk to the Olympic Movement.

We’re not just “talking the talk”, we are “walking the walk” – everyday, for sport and for athletes.

The overwhelming majority of the required venues are already in place – 

And they are new, tested and ready to go, right now.   

That means no risk to the Olympic Movement.

London 2012 reminded us again how a great city can inspire a great Games. 

That’s why we chose world famous, iconic venues in the centre of Madrid - all unforgettable settings for the Games.  

So, we will have ZERO white elephants, only FOUR new permanent venues and THREE temporary venues.

That means no risk to the Olympic Movement.

Madrid is one of the world’s safest cities, and Spain is one of the world’s most politically stable countries.  

Spain is second-to-none in hosting experience.  We have an excellent team of trained and experienced sports organizers.

Our investment budget is only 1.9 billion USD. 

Madrid 2020 is proof that the Games can be delivered within a reasonable budget, on-time, with no stress to the Movement, 

and no controversy for the citizens of the Host City, the Host Country or the Olympic brand.  

And that, too, means no risk to the Olympic Movement.

Our plan is realistic because it exists.  

Our plan is responsible because it is affordable – not only for us, but for the Olympic Movement.  

But most of all, our plan is the perfect plan for athletes and for sport because athletes and Sport should always be the true beneficiaries of the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Now let’s hear the voice of our athletes. (roll film)

We are proud of the Spanish athletes you just saw in that short film.  Yes, they represent literally dozens of Olympic, Paralympic, and World titles; but more than that, they represent our country’s belief in sport’s ability to inspire and change lives for the better.

Merci beaucoup and now I invite to the podium a world champion, two-time Olympic silver medalist, two time NBA champion, Mr. Pau Gasol.
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